
GREEK ROOTS 
English I Pre-AP Vocabulary 

 

Root: the part of a word that contains the basic or anchor meaning of a word.  
 
Greek Roots Set #1 

 

Word Root Definition Example Words 

Anthrop 
 

 anthropology, anthropoid, philanthropy 

Aster, Astro 
 

 astronomy, asterisk, asteroid 

Biblio, Bibli 
 

 bibliography, bibliomania, biblical 

Bio 
 

 biology, biochemistry, biodegradable 

Chrom 
 

 chromatic 

Chrono 
 

 chronological, chronology, chronometer 

Cosmo 
 

 cosmology, cosmonaut, chronoscope 

Crac, Crat 
 

 aristocrat, democracy, aristocracy 

Dem 
 

 democracy, demagogue, epidemic 

Derm 
 

 dermatitis, dermatology, dermis 

   

Greek Roots Set #2 
 

Word Root Definition Example Words 
Ethno 

 
 ethnic, ethnocentrism 

Eu 
 

 euphoria, euphony, euphemism 

Geo 
 

 geology, geocentric, geodynamics 

Gno, Kno 
 

 knowledge, Gnostic, agnostic 

Hydro 
 

 hydrogen, hydrodynamics, hydroplane 

Hypno 
 

 hypnosis, hypnotic, hypnotize 

Lith 
 

 monolith, megalith 

Logue, Logo 
 

 dialogue, monologue, epilogue, logical 

Meter, Metr 
 

 diameter, metric, millimeter 

Micro 
 

 microscope, microorganism 

   



 

Greek Roots Set #3 
 

Word Root Definition Example Words 

Mim 
 

 mimic, mime, mimeograph 

Mono 
 

 monologue, monogamy, monograph 

Morph 
 

 metamorphosis, morphology 

Neur, Nerv 
 

 neurology, nervous, neurosis 

Path 
 

 apathy, sympathy, empathy, pathetic 

Philo, Phil 
 

 bibliophile, Francophile, philharmonic 

Phon 
 

 telephone, phonics, phonetics 

Poly 
 

 polychromatic, polyatomic, polyester 

Scope 
 

 kaleidoscope, telescope, microscope 

Tom, Tomy 
 

 anatomy, atom, dichotomy, appendectomy 

   

What will be on the quiz? 

• True/False Questions:  You will be given a sentence with a word containing one of the Greek 
roots and will have to determine whether the statement made by the sentence is true or false 

based on your knowledge of the meaning of the root. 
o Example: The belligerent woman quietly and calmly removed herself from the argument. 

(Answer: False) 

• Sentence Completion Questions: You will rely on your knowledge of the meanings of Greek 
roots to complete sentences with words containing those roots.  You will not have to make up 

these words on your own; you will have a word bank. 
o Example: We thought moving to our new house would be easy, but the    

complicated the situation.  It contained far too much water, and no one could pick it up! 

(Answer: aquarium) 

• Word Definition Questions:  You will be given a word bank of words that contain the Greek 

roots and a list of definitions.  Using your knowledge of the meanings of the roots, you will 
match each word to its corresponding definition.   

o Example: The killing of another human being (Answer: homicide) 


